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"OUR LATEST POLL SHOWS TWAT 687 OF THE VOTERS THINK THAT 1% oF THE POLLY

ARE. INACCURATE 71% OF THE TIME.-- PLUS OR MINUS THREE. PERCENTAGE POTS.!




Forming Opinions

Public trust in federal government near
historic lows for more than a decade

% who say they trust the federal government to do what
is right just about always/most of the time

'58 '64 72 '80 ‘88 '96 '04 12 20

Note: From 1976-2020 the trend line represents a three-survey
moving average.

Source: Survey of U.S. adults conducted July 27-Aug. 2, 2020.
Trend sources: Pew Research Center's American Trends Panel
(2020), Pew Research Center phone surveys (2019 and earlier),
National Election Studies, Gallup, ABC/Washington Post, CBS/New
York Times, and CNN polls.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

-Public opinion: ideas and attitudes
that the majority of people hold
about a particular issue or person

Many factors influence public opinion:

-Mass media: TV, social media, radio,
internet, newspapers, magazines, etc.

-Public officials: government officials in
party leadership roles

*we voted them into office, so
when they state their views on
issues, they assume party
members will feel the same

-Interest groups: influence public
opinion to try to persuade people
(and public officials) toward their
point of view



Measuring Opinion

-Public opinion polls: surveys
conducted by organizations or
public officials to monitor public
opinion

-Can be misleading if using a
simple majority as it could
represent only 51% of the polled

group

-Effects of Polls:

-Can make public officials more
concerned with pleasing the
public rather than making wise
decisions and practicing good
political leadership

-Can discourage voting and lead to
a “horserace effect”



Measuring Public Opinion and Political Information

How polls are conducted:

1. Random sample: the primary method employed by survey researchers;
operates on the principle that everyone should have an equal probability of
being selected for the sample

2. Representative sample: draws from all demographics

-Sample size: 1500

-Sampling error is the level of confidence in the findings of a public opinion
poll: =/-3%

Simple Random Sampling
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How Americans Vote

-Early 1800s: voting was by voice

-1888: secret ballots adopted to ensure fairness and honesty
-1960s: mechanical lever machines were most common

-Today: punch cards, direct recording electronic systems and other
paper-ballot alternatives




Who can Vote?

-Requirements to register: )

1. 18 years old at the time of the
election

2. U.S. citizen

3. Resident of the state for a specified
time (varies depending upon state
voting laws); some are now allowing
same-day registration -Electorate: citizens who are

eligible to vote

-Constituents: all people that a
representative serves in
their district, state, etc.

4. Felony conviction: some states
restore voting rights upon
completion of parole or time served



State Felon Voting Laws & Policies
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I May lose vote permanently
I \/ote restored after prison, parole, & probation

I Vote restored after prison & parole
BRITANNICA RELIABLE.

NONPARTISAN.

Vote restored after prison
I Unrestricted; May vote from prison P RO CO N ORG | EMPOWERING.

Created with mapchart.net



Likelihood of Voter Participation

-Education: more education - more likely to vote; tends to be the
most determining factor

-Age: older - more likely to vote

-Race: white - more likely to vote

-Gender: female - more likely to vote

-Marital Status: married - more likely to vote

-Union membership: union member - more likely to vote

These are cumulative, so possessing several increases the
likelihood of voter participation



Citizen Voting-Age Population
Turnout Rates by Education
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Citizen Voting-Age Population
Turnout Rates by Race and Ethnicity
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Crtizen Voting-Age Population
Turnout by Age
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Historically, women have
had slightly higher rates of
voter turnout than men

% of eligible voters who say they
voted, by gender

40
Note: Eligible voters are U.S. citizens ages 20
18 and older. Estimates for voter turnout
prior to 1996 should be interpreted with
caution, as they are not directly comparable 0
to estimates from 1996 and after. '80 '84 '88

Source: Pew Research Center tabulations
of the 1980-2016 Current Population
Survey November Supplement.
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'96
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Pew Research Center *



Voter Turnout by Family Income
2016 Election

100%+
80%:-

60%:

Percent Voted in 2016
Election

40%-

$5 $15 $25 $35 $45 $55 $67.5 $87.5 $125 $150
Income in Thousands of U.S. Dollars (midpoint of range)

Source: Current Population Survey EconoFact econofact.org



FIGURE 2

Voter turnout in midterm elections is higher
in states with greater levels of unionization
Voter turnout in midterm elections, 1982-2018

10 states with the highest union density

10 states with the lowest union density

Mote: States are ranked by total union membership levels,

LSource: Authors' analysis of United States Elections Project, “Voter Turnout, State Turnout Rates” available at http:feeewe slectprojectarg'hormes’
voter-turnocutvoter-turmout-data (last accessed February 2019); Unicnstats.com, “Union Membership, Coverage, Density and Employment by
Ltate and Sector, 201 8." available at httpywereeunionstats.com, (last accessed February 2019).




2016 issue importance by age groups

% of registered volers saying each is “very imporfant™fo
their vote in 2016 ...
Young-

15 30 20 old
29 49 64 65+ diff

Supreme Court

appointments 45 &0 T4 T4 29
Social Security 57 58 Fii= Fit= -21
Terrorism atad 7T a5 S5 18
Health care G5 71 76 79 -13
Foreign policy 70 [ Fil 21 -11
Trade policy 50 53 B3 59 -0
Immmigration &S B Fii= T4 -
Education &7 B B3 T2 -5
Gun policy 71 &7 =) Fii=) -
Economy a0 23 =T 23 -3
Abortion 45 43 44 48 -2
Environment 54 47 b8 50 +4
Treatment of racial and

ethnic minorities T4 &7 B& 56 +18

Treatment of gay, lesbian
and transgender people 50 42 39 32 +15
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Preparing to Vote
1. Must be registered to vote

38 states and the District of Columbia -Many states have made registering
allow voters to register online. to vote much more accessible
before the election

-The National Voter Registration
Act (aka Motor Voter Act)
requires states to let people
register when they renew their
drivers’ licenses

DI

-Registration asks for your name,
MARSHALL address, age and often your
political party preference (you
may register as
independent/unaffiliated)

As of 2020

-If you declare a political party, you
may vote in primary elections

2. Be informed about the election
https://ballotpedia.org/Main Page through researching candidates



https://ballotpedia.org/Main_Page

WA

MN
OR Wi

NE
NV IL

KS MO

Same day voter registration may be available oK AR
during early voting, on Election Day, or both. AZ NM*

ID requirements and voting locations may be MS
different than for voters who are already

registered when they show up to vote. T LA

*New Mexico and North Carolina have same

day registration only during early voting.
AK
**In Rhode Island same day registration is

available, but you can only vote for president
and vice president.

Source: National Conference of State Legislatures HI

Make a plan to vote at weall.vote/hub

States in red allow same day registration

VT
NH
NY MA
MI P R
= NJ
" OH MD\ o
wv DC
VA
KY
ml
TN
sC
AL GA

FL




2020 Election: Latest Voter Registration Deadline

@. October 4 @ . October7 @ October 12 . October 19
@ . October 5 @ October9 October 13 @ . October 23

@. October 6 @ October 10 . October 16 @. October 24
@3 [l October 31 [] (NOVember 3

Election Day)
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WWW.SCHOOCLOFPOLITICALSCIENCE.COM

AGENTS

FAMILY INTIMATE

FRIEND'S GROUP

POLITICAL

SOCIALIZATION

The process by which a person
EDUCATIONAL integrates with the political culture of
INSTITUTION the society gains knowledge of the
political values, ideals, and beliefs of
the society and acquires a social and

political nature is called political
socialization.

PROFESSIONAL

POLITICAL ORGANIZATION

PARTIES
RELIGIOUS

ORGANIZATION

WWW.SCHOOLOFPOLITICALSCIENCE.COM




How Americans Learn About Politics: Political

-Political Socialization: ~Socialization
the process through
which an individual CKIN €
acquires his or her

political orientation

M RELUCTANTLYX
VOTING FOR HILLARY
BECAUSE | CAN'T

Agents of Political
Socialization:

-The family: time &
emotional
commitment;
political leanings of
children often mirror
their parent’s
leanings

*most experts will
agree this agent has
the strongest impact

STAND HILLARY.

FOR TRUMP
BECAUSE HE CAND




-The Mass Media: generation gap in news viewership

-School/education: used by government to socialize the
young into mainstream culture and system of
government




Whether to Vote: A Citizen’s First Choice

-Legitimacy: the people’s belief that the government has the right
to rule

-Political efficacy: the belief that one’s political participation
matters

-Civic duty: the belief that in order to support democratic
government, a citizen should always vote

Confidence in Accuracy of U.S. Elections, by Political Party
Self-ldentification

How confident are you that. across the country, the votes for president will be accurately cast and
counted in this year's election -- very confident. somewhat confident. not too confident or not at all
confident?

% Very/Somewhat confident

Hl Republicanz/Republican leaners [l Democrats/Democratic leaners

R 10
84 a3
78
74 80
B0

— 66 &0

B 56 56
a4 40

2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018

Selected trend based on September/October preelection polling

GALLUP



Who Doesn’t Vote?

How U.S. Voter Turnout
Measures Up in Asia

Share of voting age population in selected countries
that voted in the most recent national elections

M General or parliamentary election P Presidential election only

Indonesia #2079 82.4%
Sri Lanka (@ 2019/20 81.9%
Bangladesh @ 2018 78.1%
South Korea ¢ey 2017/20 77.9%
Philippines @ 2016 73.0%
India @ 2019 68.8%

Malaysia & 2018 62.1%

United States™ & 2020 61.8%

40.7%

Japan™ (@ 2017 53.7%

Pakistan ® 2018

Excludes midterms

* preliminary

** of registered voters

Sources: Institute For Democracy and International Assistance,
Inter-Parliamentary Union, U.S. Elections Project

©@®O J252= statista%

-Some citizens have lost the
privilege of voting

Some states allow felons to vote
from prison while other states
permanently ban felons from
voting even after being released
from prison, parole, and
probation, and having paid all
their fines.

(NC allows felons to vote once
they’ve successfully completed
probation)

-Some did not register (some
could have moved too close
to the election)

-Apathy: a lack of interest



Maneuvering Around Voting Obstacles

-Advertisements that promote
the election to select
demographics with lower
turnout

-Changing of voting laws to ease
the registration and election
day process

-Polling places: usually set up in
town halls, schools, fire
stations, community centers
and other commonly-known
public buildings

-Voting times: open early and
close late (many employers are
flexible on elections days)

-Early voting, absentee, and
mail-in ballots available

’l

VOTEZ2020

IEVEN

Early Voting Day 1
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Why Should You Vote?

POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE

U.S. EXIT POLLING

The Issues That Are Motivating 2020 Voters

Share of Biden voters and Trump voters who said the following issues
were “very important” in deciding whom to vote for:

Controlling COVID-19 spread

Unifying the country
Universal health care coverage

Lowering health care costs

B

Protecting Obamacare

Economic recovery

Reducing racial inequality in
the justice system

3
®

Addressing climate change 74%
Protecting abortion rights
Lowering the unemployment rate
Raising taxes on the wealthy
Protecting U.S. from terrorism

Balancing ideology of SCOTUS 58%

Lowering taxes for most

! !
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Lowering the federal deficit 40%
Overturning Roe v. Wade m
Increasing government spending m
Eliminating Obamacare - 15%
Reducing immigration . 13%
Building a border wall [ 7%

V. MORNING CONSULT
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Poll conducted Oct. 30-Nov. 3, 2020, among 11,822 Americans who voted early or on Election Day, with a margin of error of +/-1%

-Opportunity to choose our leaders
-Participate in government

-Voice opinions about certain
issues

Some questions voters feel are
important:

-Does the candidate have relevant
experience?

-Will they be effective in office?
Have they been in the past?
What have their promises been
versus what have they delivered?

-Candidate’s stance on issues that
matter most to the voter

-Are they a person of character?



