PBS: Surviving the Dust Bowl

Please complete this study guide using complete sentences as you watch the film.  
1. What year did the rain stop?
2. How long did the Dust Bowl last?

3. Describe the Southern Plains before it became the Dust Bowl.

4. What factors led to the Southern Plains becoming the Dust Bowl?

5. What did people believe was happening when they were experiencing a dust storm?

6. What did Washington want from Southern Plains farmers?  Why?
7. How many acres a day could a horse plow?
8. How many acres a day could a tractor plow?  
9. What did the Red Cross do to assist?

10. How many dust storms were there in 1932, in 1933?
11. How did people protect themselves and their houses from the dust?

12. What did the government do to help the farmers?

13. What did the government do to the cattle?  Why?

14. Describe Black Sunday.

15. Where did people turn for moral support? 
16. What epidemic hit the plains?  
17. Why did some farmers begin to head West?  
18. What was the Last Man’s Club?  

19. What did Hugh Bennett try to tell Washington?  
20. What did Washington finally do about the problem?  
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