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‘Shays’ Rebellion Textbook Excerpt: The American Vision

The propery owners' ears seemed justed when  ful-scale rabelion known a5
‘Shays' Rebellio, rupted i Massachusets i 1786, The rbelion sarad when
he govermment of Massachusets decded o raise ta1es nsiesd of Ssuing pEper
ey 1 pay of 15 debts. The axes e mos asvly on famers. parsouary
Poor farmers n the westar part of e sate. AS h fecession rew worse,
many found it mpossiiet pay thei taxes as well 25 thlr morigages and oher
et Those who coud ot pay oRen faced e loss of el farms.

gy at thelegislaturss iniference o their pight, nlte August 1785, famers
i wester Massachusets rebelled. They cosed doun several county
courhouses i prevent fam foracosures, and then marched on he siste
Stpreme cour & i poin. Daniel Shays,  former captain n e Contnertal
Aty who was now 3 bankrup armer, amérged 25 o of the rabelin's leaders.

I January 1757, Shays and sbout 1.200 famers headed 0 a stae arsenal
intending o a2 waapons befors marching on Boston. I respanse. e
ovemor sent more than & 000 volunteers under the command of General
Eiriamn Lol 1 defend the s Safors ey amves. Shaye stscked.
anithe s dsfencing the srsensl opensd fre. Four famers ded  he
fghting. The est Scatersd. The next day Linco's roops amived and endd the
Febelion. The fears th rebelion had raised, however,were harder o disperse.

ACalfor Change

Pacple withgrester income and sosil satus tended o see the rabelon, a5 wel
25 infaton and an unstable ey, as Sgrs hat e republi lfwas at sk
They feared it s st legislatures became more demarate and esponsive
10 o pecsle. they would weshen propery ight and vos o take property rom
thaweaty. As General Hanry Knox, 3 cose aide o George Washingon.
oncludec: "Wt i 1 sford our securty agains he vilenos o sufess men?
(Our government s be racd, change, o atered 1o ecurs o ves and
propeny”

These concerns were an mpertant reason why many pecpl,inceing
merchants. arisans. and credors, bagen i argue o s stonger cenl
(Govemmant, s several memer of he Confedsration Congress asled on the
Sites o corct “such defects a5 may be Gcovered 0 xSt n the resent
Govemmant. The confedsraton s Falur o dea wi condtons it mignt lasd o
Febalion 52wl 5 e probems wih £33 and Splomacy, oy A50ee Al 15
their argument.

‘Source: Exceptfom The American Vision,  High school U.S. Htoryfextbook
publichedin 2003,

REAGHG A ST,
Thomas Jefferson on Shays’ Rebellion (Modified)
Paris, November 13, 177

The British have so long hired their newspapers to repeat every form
of lies about our being in anarchy, that the worid has atlength
believed them, and we have beleved them ourselves. Yot where
does this anarchy exist? Where did it ever exist, except in the single
instance of Shays rebelion? God forbid we should ever be 20 years.
without such a rebellon.

‘What country before ever existed without a rebelion? And what
country can preserve is iberties if their ulers are not warned flom
time to tme that their people preserve the spit of resistance? Let the
people take ams. The remedy s to present them with the facts,
‘pardon and pacify them.

“The tree of iberty must be refreshed from time to time with the biood
of patriots and tyrants. It i its natural manure. Our Consfitutional
Conventon has [made too much of Shays' rebellon]: and in the spur
of the moment [ worry they willover-react].

Vocsbutary
 Anarch: shaos: confusion and disorder
Bemeoy curs

Bardon forgive.

Eacty: cam down

Nanure: frtizer

‘Source: Thomss Jefierson was in France during Shaye” Rebslion, but he
wrote s lttr to 2 nend about .
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‘Guiding Questions: Name.

" Thoms Jsferson wrots ths Deslrston ofIndspendance. Do you thik

e waniad 0 see Amerca form 2 st cenal goverment? Why or why
net?

"2 Acconing o Jeferson,have th coories been pesceful o chaok?
‘Support your answer wih svidence fom the document.

3. Jeffrson tinksthe peopl at he Consiuionsl Convention re ovr-
Taasing 1o Shaye Fabelion Whst doss he wory ey mightco 4 by
e he new Constfion? (Note s anower s ot n 12 document, you
need otk

Closs Resding
"2 What does Jefferson mean when he says. The tree o iberty mustbe
rfrechac fom a0 me i he St o ptros and SSNST

Comoborston
. How doss s document chalinge or expand the nformtion you resd n
tne tertook?





