
1860 (Southern) Democratic Party Platform  

 

Resolved, That the platform adopted by the Democratic party at Cincinnati be affirmed, with the following 
explanatory resolutions:  
 
1. That the Government of a Territory organized by an act of Congress is provisional and temporary, and 
during its existence all citizens of the United States have an equal right to settle with their property in the 
Territory, without their rights, either of person or property, being destroyed or impaired by Congressional or 
Territorial legislation.  
 
2. That it is the duty of the Federal Government, in all its departments, to protect, when necessary, the rights 
of persons and property in the Territories, and wherever else its constitutional authority extends.  
 
3. That when the settlers in a Territory, having an adequate population, form a State Constitution, the right of 
sovereignty commences, and being consummated by admission into the Union, they stand on an equal footing 
with the people of other States, and the State thus organized ought to be admitted into the Federal Union, 
whether its constitution prohibits or recognizes the institution of slavery.  
 
Resolved, That the Democratic party are in favor of the acquisition of the Island of Cuba, on such terms as shall 
be honorable to ourselves and just to Spain, at the earliest practicable moment.  
 
Resolved, That the enactments of State Legislatures to defeat the faithful execution of the Fugitive Slave Law 
are hostile in character, subversive of the Constitution, and revolutionary in their effect.  
 
Resolved, That the Democracy of the United States recognize it as the imperative duty of this Government to 
protect the naturalized citizen in all his rights, whether at home or in foreign lands, to the same extent as its 
native-born citizens.  
 
WHEREAS, One of the greatest necessities of the age, in a political, commercial, postal and military point of 
view, is speedy communication between the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. Therefore be it  
 
Resolved, that the National Democratic party do hereby pledge themselves to use every means in their power 
to secure the passage of some bill, to the extent of the constitutional authority of Congress, for the 
construction of a Pacific Railroad from the Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean, at the earliest practicable 
moment. 



CONSTITUTIONAL UNION (BELL-EVERETT) PLATFORM ADOPTED AT BALTIMORE, 1860 

Whereas, Experience has demonstrated that Platforms adopted by the partisan conventions of the country 
have had the effect to mislead and deceive the people, and at the same time to widen the political divisions of 
the country, by the creation and encouragement of geographical and sectional parties; therefore, 

Resolved, That it is both the part of patriotism and of duty to recognise (recongnize) no political principle other 
than THE CONSTITUTION OF THE COUNTRY, THE UNION OF THE STATES, AND THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE 
LAWS, and that as representatives of the Constitutional Union men of the country in National Convention 
assembled, we hereby pledge ourselves to maintain, protect, and defend, separately and unitedly, these great 
principles of public liberty and national safety, against all enemies at home and abroad, believing that thereby 
peace may once more be restored to the country, the rights of the People and of the States reestablished, and 
the Government again placed in that condition, of justice, fraternity and equality, which under the example 
and Constitution of our fathers, has solemnly bound every citizen of the United States to maintain a more 
perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defence (defense), 
promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity. 



[Northern] Democratic Party Platform; June 18, 1860 
(Douglas Faction) - Baltimore, Maryland  

 

1. Resolved, That we, the Democracy of the Union in Convention assembled, hereby declare our affirmance of 

the resolutions unanimously adopted and declared as a platform of principles by the Democratic Convention 
at Cincinnati, in the year 1856, believing that Democratic principles are unchangeable in their nature, when 
applied to the same subject matters; and we recommend, as the only further resolutions, the following:  

2. Inasmuch as difference of opinion exists in the Democratic Party as to the nature and extent of the powers 
of a Territorial Legislature, and as to the powers and duties of Congress, under the Constitution of the United 
States, over the institution of slavery within the Territories,  

Resolved, That the Democratic party will abide by the decision of the Supreme Court of the United States upon 
these questions of Constitutional Law.  

3. Resolved, That it is the duty of the United States to afford ample and complete protection to all its citizens, 
whether at home or abroad, and whether native or foreign born.  

4. Resolved, That one of the necessities of the age, in a military, commercial, and postal point of view, is 
speedy communications between the Atlantic and Pacific States; and the Democratic party pledge such 
Constitutional Government aid as will insure the construction of a Railroad to the Pacific coast, at the earliest 
practicable period.  

5. Resolved, that the Democratic party are in favor of the acquisition of the Island of Cuba on such terms as 
shall be honorable to ourselves and just to Spain.  

6. Resolved, That the enactments of the State Legislatures to defeat the faithful execution of the Fugitive 
Slave Law, are hostile in character, subversive of the Constitution, and revolutionary in their effect.  

7. Resolved, That it is in accordance with the interpretation of the Cincinnati platform, that during the 

existence of the Territorial Governments the measure of restriction, whatever it may be, imposed by the 
Federal Constitution on the power of the Territorial Legislature over the subject of the domestic relations, as 
the same has been, or shall hereafter be finally determined by the Supreme Court of the United States, should 
be respected by all good citizens, and enforced with promptness and fidelity by every branch of the general 
government.  

June 18, 1860.  
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The National Republican Party Platform - Chicago, May 17, 1860 

"Resolved, That we, the delegated representatives of the Republican electors of the United States, in convention 
assembled, in discharge of the duty we owe to our constituent and our country, unite in the following declarations:  

2. That the maintenance of the principles promulgated in the Declaration of Independence and embodied in the Federal 
Constitution, "That all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; 
that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights, governments are instituted 
among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed," is essential to the preservation of our 
Republican institutions; and that the Federal Constitution, the rights of the states, and the Union of the states, must and 
shall be preserved.  

3. That to the Union of the States this nation owes its unprecedented increase in population; its surprising development 
of material resources; its rapid augmentation of wealth; its happiness at home and its honor abroad; and we hold in 
abhorrence all schemes for disunion, come from whatever source they may; and we congratulate the country that no 
republican member of congress has uttered or countenanced the threats of disunion so often made by democratic 
members, without rebuke and with applause from their political associates; and we denounce those threats of disunion, 
in case of a popular overthrow of their ascendancy, as denying the vital principles of a free government, and as an 
avowal of contemplated treason, which it is the imperative duty of an indignant people sternly to rebuke and forever 
silence.  

8. That the normal condition of all the territory of the United States is that of freedom; that as our republican fathers, 
when they had abolished slavery in all our national territory, ordained that no "person should be deprived of life, liberty 
or property, without due process of law," it becomes our duty, by legislation, whenever such legislation is necessary, to 
maintain this provision of the constitution against all attempts to violate it; and we deny the authority of congress, of a 
territorial legislature, or of any individuals, to give legal existence to slavery in any territory of the United States.  

11. That Kansas should of right be immediately admitted as a state, under the constitution recently formed and adopted 
by her people, and accepted by the House of Representatives.  

12. That while providing revenue for the support of the general government by duties (tariffs) upon imports, sound 
policy requires such an adjustment of these imposts as to encourage the development of the industrial interests of the 
whole country, and we commend that policy of national exchanges which secures to the workingmen liberal wages, to 
agriculture remunerating prices, to mechanics and manufacturers an adequate reward for their skill, labor and 
enterprise, and to the nation commercial prosperity and independence.  

13. That we protest against any sale or alienation to others of the public lands held by actual settlers, and against any 
view of the free homestead policy which regards the settlers as paupers or suppliants for public bounty, and we demand 
the passage by congress of the complete and satisfactory homestead measure which has already passed the house.  

14. That the Republican Party is opposed to any change in our naturalization laws, or any state legislation by which the 
rights of citizenship hitherto accorded by emigrants from foreign lands shall be abridged or impaired; and in favor of 
giving a full and efficient protection to the rights of all classes of citizens, whether native or naturalized, both at home 
and abroad.  

15. That appropriation by Congress for river and Harbor improvements of a National character, required for the 
accommodation and security of an existing commerce, are authorized by the constitution and justified by the obligation 
of Government to protect the lives and property of its citizens.  

16. That a railroad to the Pacific Ocean is imperatively demanded by the interests of the whole country; that the Federal 
Government ought to render immediate and efficient aid in its construction; and that, as preliminary thereto, a daily 
overland mail should be promptly established.  


