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Overview
Welcome to American History I.  I am excited to begin a new school year and looking forward to a rigorous, yet fun-filled semester.  Let me say right away that I have the highest expectations of each and every one of you.  It should be your goal to earn an A in this class and I am here to do everything I can to help you achieve at the highest level.  During the course of the semester please to not hesitate to ask me questions and seek extra help when necessary (SMART LUNCH).  Below you will find out how your grades will be calculated this semester and a brief description of grading policies, classroom assignments and expectations.

Course Description

· This is a survey course and a continuation of the Civics and Economics Curriculum.

· In order to include the perspectives of the 21st century, this course begins with American exploration and continues through the changes in America following 9/11.

· In North Carolina the study of history no longer supports memorization of unexamined and isolated facts, but emphasizes the thinking skills to detect trends, analyze movements and events and develop a “sense of history.”      
·  U.S. History is designed to be challenging and requires students to take greater responsibility for their learning by participating in problem seeking and solving, scholarly and creative processes, critical analysis and application, reflective thinking, and the expression and defense of ideas generated through the study of content.

· In preparation for the Final Exam each student will construct a portfolio of activities and assignments by Unit demonstrating understanding of the course objectives.   

· Standard Course of Study: http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/2003-04/067eleventhgrade
PCHS Basic Expectations

Students are expected to meet the following:

1) Participate actively in learning
2) Celebrate diversity
3) Honor PCHS and WCPSS procedures and policies
4) Strive to be a person of character
Grades
Grading Breakdown:

50% - Major Assignments (Tests, projects, etc.)

35% - Minor Assignments 

15% -Participation (Engagement)

Homework assignments as well as classwork can/will be graded using a 4 point scale:

The grades are broken down as follows: 4=100, 3=89, 2=79, 1=69, 0=40

Zeroes are applied to ALL assignments that are not submitted/attempted. If homework/classwork/student engagement is attempted/submitted, 40 is the lowest score entered for classwork or homework assignments. Major assessments are entered as scored.
Tests will be given on a regular basis per unit.  Please see pacing guide found on www.leininger.weebly.com for upcoming dates of quizzes and tests.  Test corrections will be available during the course of the semester for a chance to earn ½ credit back on their score.  Students will come in during SMART LUNCH to do test corrections.  
Classwork/Homework

Classwork, homework, and other “minor grades” account for 35% of your grade.  Needless to say, these assignments will be very important for you as you begin your work this semester.  I expect that homework will be completed to the best of your ability on a nightly basis.  The study of history requires due diligence on your part to review material and read for comprehension.
Make-Up Work

· Talk to your classmates about what you missed
· Consult http://www.leininger.weebly.com for PowerPoints and posted assignments.
· Ask if you have any questions about missed assignments and/or due dates
· If you know you are going to be absent in advance, ask for work ahead of time
· You will be given a day to make-up work for every day you missed

Students who miss 3 or more consecutive days will work with the teacher to arrange an alternate 
timetable
· You MUST write “ABSENT” at the top of all make-up work for days you have an excused absence approved through attendance
Notebooks

In order to ensure your success in this course I STRONGLY recommend you keep a well-organized three-ring with loose-leaf notebook paper.  I suggest that you also include dividers in your notebook to keep better organized. Be sure to include the date on all your assignments as this will help you keep your notebook in good order.  

Materials

The Americans (classroom textbook)

Three ring binder w/ notebook paper

Dividers (if you choose to organize your notebook this way)

Pens/Pencils
Websites of Note

1. USHISTORY.ORG – online textbook resource
2. Teacher website – www.leininger.weebly.com
Classroom Procedures

1. Seating Arrangement:


You will be given the chance to sit where you would like in class.  It is your responsibility to act appropriately in your seat.  In giving you the opportunity to sit where you would like, the other end of the agreement is that I have the right to change your seating whenever I see fit.  If your seating arrangement is affecting another student’s ability to learn due to your behavior, you will be moved.

2. Behavior for entering class:


You will have a daily assignment to complete when you first get to class.  You will only have the first 5-10 minutes to complete this assignment; therefore you need to be in a seat and working immediately after you arrive.  This daily assignment will be checked by me or turned in for a daily grade.

3. Behavior for leaving class:


I will release you when the bell rings when you are seated and your voices are at an appropriate level.  All of my classroom materials will be returned to their proper places and the classroom will be as it was before the period began to be released to your next class.

4. Format for heading papers:


Only papers that are headed correctly will be given credit.  Here is how you will head your papers:

Your Name

Period and Date

Assignment Name
5. Procedure for going to the restroom:


You have time in between classes to use the restroom.  Students will stay in class the first 10 minutes to get settled and start working and will not be given permission at all during the last 10 minutes.  You will not be allowed to use the restroom during the PowerPoint, so do not ask.  Anyone leaving class will need a signed pass.  

6. Procedure during PowerPoint:


PowerPoint lecture is the time you learn new material and take notes for the day.  This information is critical to your success.  During this time, do not get up out of your seats for any other reason than an emergency.

8. Materials needed for class:


Come to class prepared every day.  You should have your U.S. History binder (with loose leaf paper inside), textbook, pens, pencils, and highlighters every day.  If there is any reason you cannot obtain those materials, please speak with me and we will work it out.  

10. Electronics:


If I plan an activity where research can be done using your phones, I will let you know.  I do not want them on desks, in your hand, or anywhere in sight.
11. Talking during class:


You are here to learn.  It is my job to facilitate that learning for you and the students around you.  Please be respectful in my classroom.  If you cannot show that respect for me or your peers, be prepared to handle any and all consequences.  I expect you to contribute to an environment where learning is the priority.

12. Class Activities:


U.S. History can be extremely relevant to your life.  As your teacher, I have to respond to the learning styles of my students and adapt their lessons accordingly.  If a class is respectful, mature and responsive there are a wide variety of activities we can explore.  You will receive a 100 test grade at the beginning of each grading period for Participation.  You must keep that grade by staying on task, being engaged every day, being on time, coming prepared, following directions for assignments, and attending SMART lunch.
13. Communication:


Students will sign up for remind.com on their cell phones.  This is a safe, secure way for me to send important information to parents and students through their phone.  The number the text comes from is not my number, and students and parents cannot reply to these messages.  It is another way for me to make announcements aside from Blackboard and email.  Students and parents are encouraged to join.

This syllabus is subject to change based on PLT discretion.
