Panther Creek High School: Advanced Placement U.S. History
The Advanced Placement program in U.S. History is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials of U.S. History. The course is chronologically developed and will combine extensive coverage of American history with in-depth analyses of significant topics and themes.

AP U.S. History is a challenging course. It is intended for students who are ready and willing to do the work necessary to take the AP exam in May. Students in this course will be challenged to read, discuss, and write extensively about American History. Students will need to read and study on a nightly basis. Students need to keep up with their reading; the pacing of this course does not allow us to take class time reviewing information that can easily obtained from the text. There will be frequent and challenging tests with essay questions to provide an assessment of student progress and to provide opportunities to think about history in different ways. In addition, essays will be assigned on advanced topics in class regularly to prepare for the exam. Decisions regarding pacing, testing, grading start with the APUSH Professional Learning Team (PLT), which include all of the APUSH teachers at PCHS. 
Although Advanced Placement United States History is a demanding course, the hope is that students will accept the challenge of the workload as preparation for college courses. I will gladly work with any student to help him or her keep up with the content and pace of the course. Note that it is not expected that any student entering the course can already do college level work; the goal of the course is to raise the student’s abilities so that he or she will leave the course qualified to complete intermediate or advanced college work. The key to the course is commitment; students must want to push themselves and grow in terms of their understanding of United States History and society.  

The College Board website has important information regarding the course and the examination.  It can be accessed at: https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-us-history-course-and-exam-description.pdf
The textbook that we will use is The American Pageant, twelfth and thirteenth edition. Most of the books that can be checked out are from the 13th edition, but please note that there are not enough for everyone to have the 13th. When you are assigned nightly readings, be aware that I am using the 13th edition. I have noted on each Unit’s page of my website how the chapters do/do not correlate so you make sure to cover the same information you will be quizzed upon. You can also find the book online very easily, however it is in PDF format, so if you’d like to have a “hands-on” copy, you might want to purchase a used book online. There is also an AP U.S. History textbook available for free online through Openstax.  Link: https://openstax.org/details/us-history - note that this source will not directly correlate with our chapters as we progress through the semester.
Students have also found the following book useful for review or overviews of our material – United States History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination, published by AMSCO.  This book can be purchased online; be sure to get an edition that is 2015 or later. You can see how the AMSCO chapters correlate with the textbook on our pacing guide, also found on my website. 
APUSH Components:
1. Reading assignments/assessments - students will be required to read nightly and will be held accountable for the information in these readings with assessments that will indicate how well they are retaining key information from their textbooks. Be prepared to read (on average) 1-2 chapters every/every other night.  
2. Notebooks - students are expected to keep a well-organized notebook of class notes, reading notes, handouts, etc. to be successful. 

3. Essays - students will answer Long Essay Questions/Free Response Questions (LEQs aka FRQs) and Document-Based Questions (DBQs) which will be counted as major grades. These are the two types of essays found on the APUSH exam, so we will be practicing both throughout the semester.
4. Tests - items on these tests will be based on information from the textbook, primary resources, in-class readings, as well as class notes. On tests, students are expected to demonstrate an advanced understanding of our topics. Tests will be a mix of short answer questions (SAQs) and multiple choice questions, using questions from the College Board’s released APUSH exams to prepare students for their test in May. 
5. Discussions - much of our class time will be spent examining issues in American History. Students are expected to come to class with their assigned reading completed so that they will be better able to follow and participate.  
6. Grading Policy:
a. 70% of your term grade is an average of tests, essays and selected writing assignments; 25% is an average of classwork, quizzes and homework assignments. 5% will be based on your engagement and completion of assignments. Students who attend 4 or more SMART Lunches in a quarter will earn 25 additional points on their Student Engagement grade.
b. Minor assignments and homework can and will be graded using PCHS’ 4-point scale.  (4 = 100, 3 = 89,  2 = 79, 1 = 69, zero/no credit = 40)
c. To reward those who complete assignments on time, one point on the four point scale will be deducted for each day an assignment is turned in late. Credit can be earned even if an assignment is more than three days late. Alternative assignments may be given if corrected assignments have already been returned, or if feedback has already been given to students who have completed said assignment.

d. Zeroes are applied to ALL assignments that are not submitted/attempted. If homework/classwork/student engagement is attempted/submitted, 40 is the lowest score entered for classwork or homework assignments. Major assessments are entered as scored.

7. Academic Integrity - students will be expected to follow the WCPSS Student Honor Code regarding cheating and plagiarism. The Honor Code can be found here: https://www.wcpss.net/handbook
Contact: 

1. SMART Lunch availability is posted on my website on the front page. My days change each semester, but I make it a point to be available for at least 5 halves per week.
2. My email address is: nleininger@wcpss.net. All student emails MUST originate from a WCPSS student account. I cannot respond to student email from any other account. Parents may use any email account.  

3. My website will be updated on a regular basis with assignments, announcements, resources, etc. – this website is critical to your success. Link: www.leininger.weebly.com
4. Remind.com is a safe and effecting method of communication for students, parents, and teachers. More information can be found at https://help.remind.com/hc/en-us/articles/201342445-What-is-Remind- and parents are welcome to be added to the class.
Ideas which might help ready you for success in APUSH:
1. Reading is the key to success in APUSH. The more you expose yourself to writing about U.S. History or American society the easier you will find our work. Background knowledge about individuals, events, and places gained in this way will provide you with greater familiarity with the topics we examine. On average, students will read a chapter per weeknight – if this is not something you are prepared to do, you will struggle in APUSH. 
2. Practice reading effectively. The following advice from The College Board might be of assistance:

a. Preview what you read by reading the introduction and chapter or section titles.

b. As you read, pause and articulate the principal ideas the author is expressing and the material the author uses to support them.  
c. In reading important passages: slow down. Do not just run through the material. Contrary to earlier advice, reading experts say that comprehension of difficult materials is substantially improved by pronouncing the words.  

d. Reread difficult material. Complex ideas are not always easily caught on the first reading, so go back and read them again.  

e. Form the habit of consulting the dictionary, the atlas, or the encyclopedia. These resources are tools to aid you in discovering new ideas and knowledge. 

f. Do not take notes until you have read the material first. 

3. Studying does not mean reading or even rereading. Research demonstrates that rereading as a studying tactic is NOT effective. Instead, work with the material in an active way. Look at notes or reading passages and be sure you can restate the main points from them or answer questions concerning them. Rewrite main ideas and check them. Take practice tests and quizzes.
4. Pay close attention to the (updated) rubrics for SAQs, DBQs and LEQs. They will give you a framework for the grade you need to earn. They are found on my website along with tutorials for all. 
5. Ask questions. If you read or hear something that you don’t understand, ask. You may email me and unless I am away, I will send you a response. Remind.com is also a great way to reach me, and we will discuss that together the first day of the semester.
6. Discuss and think about what you read and hear - this is essential. In this way you begin to develop a real understanding of history. Keep abreast of current events, watch the news, and be truly informed.
This syllabus is subject to change based on PLT discretion.

