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“The Great 
Society”



•Texan at heart 
•Served as a TX Congressman and U.S. Senator (26 years of 

Congressional experience)
• Large, intense, hard-working and ambitious 

•Genuine desire to help others, with an even greater concern for 
the poor and underprivileged than JFK



• Johnson had seen 
extreme poverty 
during his brief 
career as a teacher 
in an impoverished 
area of TX

• Felt that a wealthy, 
powerful govt 
should try to 
improve the lives of 
its citizens

• During 1964 “State 
of the Union” 
address, LBJ 
declared an 
“Unconditional
War on Poverty
in America”

“War on Poverty”



Johnson 
believed that 

education was 
the cure for 

both ignorance 
and poverty



1964: “Great Society”

Johnson’s domestic plan that included public 
works programs and others that update many 

New Deal-era programs







Created 10 new programs that 
were directed at young 
Americans living in “inner 
cities”:

– Neighborhood Youth 
Corps: helped 
underprivileged youth earn a 
high school or college degree

– Job Corps: helped youth 
acquire job skills

– VISTA (Volunteers in 
Service to America): a 
“domestic Peace Corps”

– Upward Bound: tutoring 
for high school students

– Head Start: play groups, 
daycare and activities for 
underprivileged children 
before entering elementary 
school →



Election of 1964
Johnson ran against Barry Goldwater, Republican from 
AZ; LBJ won by a landslide



-Between ‘65 and 
‘66 Congress passed 
181 of 200 major 
bills requested by 
LBJ

-Vietnam diverted 
funds away from his 
programs

-Lost liberal support 
for his actions in 
Vietnam





Port Huron Statement: Tom Hayden, SDS
“A 1962 Manifesto”



Free Speech Movement

-1964–1965; University of California, Berkeley
-Protests occurred in numbers never reached before
-Students insisted that the university’s administration lift the ban of on-campus 
political activities and acknowledge students' right to free speech





Growth of Other Civil Rights Movements 
-Shifted from the South to the rest of the U.S.
-Shifted from political justice to economic justice
-Spread to other minority groups



American Indian Movement
- Wanted a review of all treaties and compensation in land or the mineral 
rights on their lands
- Occupied Alcatraz Island in ‘69, marched the “Trail of Broken Treaties” to 
the office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs ‘72, and Wounded Knee in ‘73



Cesar Chavez

- Leader of the United Farm Workers 
of America union; successfully led 
the grape boycott
- Concern for treatment of migrant 
workers
- La Raza: Hispanic civil rights 
organization



2nd Wave Feminism
(found in Nixon notes)



Counterculture



-The Free 
Speech 
Movement 
and Anti-War 
Movement 
started to 
shift away 
from the 
“hippies” 

-Thought 
they were too 
detached and 
into 
“recreational 
activities”



Counterculture Movement
-Rejection of conventional social norms
-“Anti-establishment”
-1964-1972: coincided with Vietnam involvement
-Some people saw the counterculture as self-indulgent, pointlessly 
rebellious, unpatriotic, and destructive of America's moral order

“It was an 
attempt to rebel 
against the 
values our 
parents had 
pushed on us.  
We were trying 
to get back to 
touching and 
relating and 
living.”

-Lisa Law 



“Be-ins” and 
“Love-ins” 

‘66



“Summer of Love” 1967
-100,000 people 
converged on the 
Haight-Ashbury 
neighborhood of 
San Francisco

-Started a major 
cultural and 
political shift

-Epicenter of the 
“hippie revolution”,
a melting pot of 
music, psychoactive 
drugs, sexual 
freedom, creative 
expression, and 
politics


